
15CHAPTER 1: SITUATING ARCHAEOLOGY

UN World Heritage status, have created great opportunities for archaeology. These 
sites include Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump and Mesa Verde, which are discussed 
more fully in Chapter 3. Governments that control heritage sites that are tourist 
destinations often support archaeological research to enhance the experience for 
visitors.

Archaeologists often get involved in the authentic presentation of heritage, another 
aspect of heritage tourism. Many are active in creating and maintaining authenticity 
at the hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of living museums that now dot the globe. 
Examples include the reconstruction of eighteenth-century Colonial Williamsburg in 
the United States, which reportedly has about 1 million visitors each year, and the 
very popular Jorvik Viking Centre in Great Britain, where smells have been recreated 
to increase authenticity.

Archaeologists are also interested in the lack of authenticity in many living muse-
ums. Among other things, they often level criticism against sanitized versions of the 
past, including inadequate representations of poverty, racism, prostitution, alcoholism, 
and drug use.
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FIGURE 1.4 Angkor, 
Cambodia. Part of a 
complex of more than 
100 temples built from 
the ninth through the 
twelfth centuries AD. 
After centuries of 
neglect, Angkor has 
been designated a 
World Heritage Site, 
become embedded in 
popular culture 
through movies and 
video games with an 
archaeological theme, 
and become a popular 
archaeotourism 
 destination in Asia.
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