
224 INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

on the pottery of the Nasca people of the time, and ethnographic and historic 
research shows numerous examples of people walking straight lines as part of reli-
gious rituals.

The sacred pathway and symbol hypothesis also wins as the most compatible with 
our current understanding of the archaeological record. The lines and images are both 
compatible with Nasca culture. The alien hypothesis is not compatible at all. The 
application of Occam’s razor suggests a clear preference for the archaeological hypoth-
esis of sacred pathways as well. The only assumption that has to be accepted for the 
sacred pathway and symbol hypothesis is that the Nasca people had the capability to 
create the lines (which experiments have demonstrated to be quite simple). Supporting 
the alien hypothesis, on the other hand, requires assumptions that extraterrestrials 
exist, have come to Earth and landed their craft, and have had successful communica-
tion with earthlings who have then followed instructions in creating the animal 
images.

The Nazca glyphs are among hundreds of sites and features throughout the world 
for which popular, nonscientific explanations invoking lost civilizations, extraterrestri-
als, and supernatural forces abound. Other well-known examples include Stonehenge, 
the statues of Rapa Nui (Easter Island), and purported evidence of Atlantis. As with 
the Nazca glyphs, it is difficult to accept the nonscientific explanations when pitted 
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on the Nazca Desert, 
Peru. Dozens of animal 
forms and several hun-

dred miles of straight 
lines are found in the 

Nazca desert. 
Archaeologists have 

no problem correlating 
them with the Nazca 
peoples living in the 

area 1,000 years ago, 
although some other 

people prefer to 
believe they are asso-

ciated with extrater-
restrial aliens.
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