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One of the best-known archaeologists studying the contemporary problem of 
homelessness is Larry Zimmerman, who has been focusing his research on American 
cities, particularly St. Paul, Minnesota, and Indianapolis, Indiana. He and others who 
study homelessness are often explicit in making their research relevant to policy makers 
and seek to work collaboratively with local communities. Ultimately, these archaeolo-
gists wish to help the homeless while at the same time contributing to scholarship. In 
part, they are able to do this by offering some assessment of the effectiveness of social 
services agencies and volunteer organizations.

One particularly well-received example of public archaeology is Scotland’s Coastal 
Heritage at Risk Project (SCHARP). SCHARP is a project that relies upon the 
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