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FIGURE 11.6  
Archaeology 

Students Sorting 
Contemporary Trash. 
Archaeology students 

sorting trash during an 
annual waste audit at 

Capilano University. 
This provides students 

with practical experi-
ence sorting objects, 
enables them to use 
trash to make infer-

ences of behavior, and 
provides information 

leading to a significant 
reduction of waste on 

campus.
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century, the academic study of waste became the purview of other disciplines, 
especially human and environmental geography, environmental science, and sus-
tainability studies.

Archaeologists, however, are beginning to reestablish themselves in academic studies 
of waste, bringing their theories and methods to problems of waste and what can be 
learned from it. An example includes professors and archaeology students on college 
and university campuses across North America becoming involved in campus waste 
audits. Waste is sorted and, when the results are determined, this gives campuses a 
baseline of data from which they can assess and improve upon discard behavior, such 
as strategically placing more and varied composting and recyclable containers on the 
grounds. Bob Muckle’s archaeology students at Capilano University, for example, have 
participated in multiple campus waste audits, which have contributed to a significant 
reduction in waste and to learning about human behavior on a university campus. In 
this manner, waste archaeology can be referred to as a kind of activist or action 
archaeology.

Digital Archaeology

An area of considerable growth in recent years is digital archaeology, which refers to 
the use of technology to gather, interpret, disseminate, and preserve archaeological 
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