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witnessed a significant interest in archaeology of very recent and contemporary times, 
including such things as homelessness, undocumented migration, forensics, contem-
porary disasters, and incarceration. Several of these areas of interest are covered more 
fully in Chapter 11.

Ethics have also gained a prominent place in the thinking of archaeologists in recent 
years (see Chapter 3), including recognition of privilege, and having safe workplaces 
free from harassment, abuse, and bullying.

One of the most prominent archaeology movements within North America during 
the early twenty-first century is decolonization, covered in depth in the following 
section.

FIGURE 2.4 The 
Many Interpretive 
Lenses of 
Archaeological 
Theory. This drawing 
represents the many 
theoretical frame-
works or lenses 
through which archae-
ologists analyze and 
make sense of their 
data. These lenses are 
organized temporally, 
with the colonial 
framework represent-
ing the discipline of 
archaeology’s forma-
tive years as a profes-
sion. The most recent 
theoretical frame-
works include post-
colonial/Indigenous 
archaeology; digital 
archaeology; queer/
inclusive archaeology; 
and punk archaeology.
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