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the human past, even if it is the past of one particular group, belongs to everyone. 
For others, the past of particular groups belongs to the descendants.

The conflicts around the issue of who owns the past can be observed in the example 
of the prehistoric site of Stonehenge in Britain. Stonehenge, which was constructed 
between about 4,900 and 4,000 years ago, is comprised primarily of a circular setting 
of large standing stones, known as megaliths. The first discernible feature in the area 
is a circular ditch, about 100 meters (328 feet) in diameter, dug about 4,900 years 
ago. About 4,500 years ago, an arrangement of dozens of stones, weighing up to 4,000 
kilograms (8,800 pounds) each, were transported about 200 kilometers (124 miles) 
from Wales to the site and placed within the circular ditch. About a century later, 30 
or so larger stones, known as the sarsen stones and weighing up 25,000 kilograms 
(55,000 pounds) each, were shaped and transported from an area about 30 kilometers 
(19 miles) away to the site and placed in a circle within the circular ditch. Following 
this, other stones, known as the lintels and weighing about 5,500 kilograms (12,100 
pounds) each, were shaped and placed on top of the sarsen stones to form a complete 
ring. Most archaeologists believe Stonehenge was primarily a ritual location, although 
the alignment of some stones with the rising sun on the summer solstice provides 
some support for the idea that it was, perhaps in part, an astronomical observatory.

Many groups claim rights to visit Stonehenge. In addition to tourists, tens of 
thousands of people wish to use Stonehenge as a place of ritual, particularly during 

FIGURE 3.4  
Stonehenge, UK. Built 
in stages between 
5,000 and 4,500 years 
ago, Stonehenge is one 
of many sites in the UK 
and elsewhere in 
Europe involving large 
stones placed in lines 
or circles. Stonehenge 
is a World Heritage 
Site, linked with British 
identity, and is a popu-
lar archaeotourism 
destination.
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