
82 INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

Several other classifications of prehistoric sites include cave sites, rock shelter sites, 
underwater sites, sacred sites, and open-air sites. Sometimes a site can be designated 
on the basis of a single artifact, and these sites are often described as isolated finds. 
Culturally modified trees is a category used to describe the evidence of removing the 
bark, planks, or small sections of living trees, or cutting the tree down, usually by 
Indigenous Peoples before the use of tools from the historic period.

Historic habitation sites are usually described as either a single dwelling, such as a cabin, 
or multiple dwellings, such as a town site. Industrial sites include those associated with 
logging, mining, manufacturing, and power generation. Commercial sites include those 
that show evidence of shops, hotels, and saloons. Other common classifications of historic 
sites are military, medical, religious, social, transportation, and communication sites.

ARTIFACTS

Any object that shows evidence of having been manufactured, modified, or used by 
people is an artifact. Many archaeologists assert that the object must also be portable. 
As they do when defining an archaeological site, archaeologists often use narrower 
criteria to decide whether to classify objects as artifacts. Some archaeologists working 
at prehistoric sites, for example, may choose to classify individual potsherds and lithic 
debitage as artifacts, while others do not. Similarly, others may choose to label every 
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