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by hitting one end of a piece of bone or antler, while placing the other end 
against the stone to remove the flake. Rather than striking the stone, pressure 
flaking applies pressure to the stone and forces the flakes off, usually with a piece 
of bone or antler.

Analysis of stone tool technology usually focuses on determining the method of 
manufacture, with key variables including the size and shape of waste flakes, including 
debitage (Table 6.1).

The process of making stone tools by chipping or flaking is known as flintknap-
ping, and there are some standard terms used to describe materials produced by this 
technique. Core tools are tools produced by removing flakes from around the origi-
nal cobble (block of stone). Flake tools are tools that have been made from one of 
the flakes chipped off the original cobble. Unifaces are tools that have had flakes 
removed from only one side, and bifaces are tools in which flakes have been removed 
from both sides. Blades describe flake tools that are at least twice as long as they are 
wide, and have at least roughly parallel sides. Debitage or detritus refers to the waste 
flakes (i.e., flakes that have been created during flintknapping and are recognized 
as trash). Very small, usually microscopic pieces are often referred to as 
microdebitage.

When it is not obvious from the shape, determining the use of a stone tool depends 
upon magnified views of the tool’s edges or chemical analysis of residue on it. It is not 
unusual to be able to distinguish the type of blood on stone tools. Researchers Thomas 

FIGURE 6.2 Lithic 
Technology. This draw-
ing illustrates the prin-
cipal methods of man-
ufacturing stone tools 
by chipping or flaking, 
sometimes known as 
flintknapping. The 
drawing also shows the 
major characteristics 
of the cores once the 
flakes are removed and 
the characteristics of 
the flakes, which are 
used by archaeologists 
to identify the method 
or methods of manu-
facture.
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