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 fifteenth century and ending with conquest by Spanish forces led by Francisco Pizarro 
in the early sixteenth century. At its height, the Inka Empire controlled much of the 
western coastal region of South America, including areas now recognized as Peru, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, and portions of Argentina, Chile, and Columbia. The Inka legacy 
includes a reported 12,000 or more miles of roads, used in part to exert military 
control over those living throughout the empire. As with the conquest of the Aztec, 
the Spanish forces were able to enlist the aid of subjected peoples in their fight against 
the Inka.

The Roman Empire, which existed from about the third century BC to the fifth 
century AD, included domination of much of Europe, northern Africa, and western 
Asia. The Roman Empire’s presence in the archaeological record can be seen through-
out the region, including its trademark roads and architecture.

Reconstructing Identity

Archaeologists attempt to reconstruct several kinds of identities, primarily using arti-
facts, symbols, and mortuary remains (Table 9.2).

FIGURE 9.1 Roman 
Coliseum. Similarities 
in architecture, such 
as that of the Roman 
Coliseum, is one way 
to identify empires.
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