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difficult-to-access locations, such as cliff faces and deep recesses of caves. Also, the 
style of rock art is often distinct from other art associated with the community, sug-
gesting a different purpose. Further, pictograph images are often superimposed over 
each other, suggesting that it is the process of doing art, rather than the final product, 
that is most important.

Non-shamanistic explanations of rock art include those tied to economics and 
social life. Art is often seen as a mechanism of recording and measuring, which is also 
often seen as a component of ideology. Similarly, art is often perceived to be a reflec-
tion of gender, sexuality, and power, which are both social and ideological.

FIGURE 9.5 Goddess 
Figurine from 
Çatalhöyük. This 
8,000-year-old “god-
dess figurine” was 
found during excava-
tions overseen by the 
Çatalhöyük Research 
Project in 2016 at the 
Neolithic site of 
Çatalhöyük, Turkey. 
Some scholars believe 
this figurine repre-
sents reverence for 
older women or elders 
who were perceived as 
bearers of sacred 
knowledge. Other 
scholars believe that 
this figurine repre-
sents fertility worship 
across the globe, as 
similar figurines have 
been found in Europe 
and the Middle East.
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