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always fatal. Some individuals evidently went through the procedure up to several 
different times during their lifetimes.

KEY RESOURCES AND SUGGESTED READING

Children in archaeology is covered well by Baxter (2005, 2007, 2008, 2019), and the 
archaeology of pirates by Skowronek and Ewen (2006). Ideology is thoroughly covered 
by Insoll (2011).

FIGURE 9.6  
Trepanated Skull. 

Trepanation is known 
to have occurred in 

many places around 
the world during pre-

historic times. The rea-
sons are not always 

clear. Trepanation may 
have occurred for ideo-

logical reasons, such 
as to release evil spir-
its, or for medical rea-

sons, such as releasing 
pressure on the brain.
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