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being reappropriated by the UK and Australia for 
space exploration purposes. As Gorman describes, 
this was a place where “the children or grand-
children of those who knapped the tools camped 
nearby” (2009, 138). Gorman’s award-winning 

research has revealed how the space industry, 
while promising innovative ways of exploring the 
world beyond Earth, is part of a long trajectory of 
destroying Indigenous Peoples’ lands in the name of 
“progress.”

BOX 3.2 Continued

Frito-Lay, NutraSweet, and Pillsbury, as well as agencies such as the National Livestock 
and Meat Board in the United States. Regional governments fund work to measure the 
effectiveness of recycling programs and the amount of hazardous waste in cities.

The members of the Garbage Project have come up with many interesting and 
sometimes surprising research results. These include the fact that paper remains a 
dominant class of material in landfill sites and that fast food packaging, Styrofoam, 
and disposable diapers make up less than 3 per cent of landfill material. They have 
also found that the average household wastes about 15 per cent of the food it buys 
and that recycling programs are not always effective (e.g., instead of using up hazard-
ous materials, people will discard them by recycling). They also have found that the 
average amount of garbage thrown away by individuals continues to increase substan-
tially and that when people receive larger trash containers (as often occurs when a city 
moves toward a mechanized system of dumping individual containers into trucks), 
they throw away more stuff.

Among the most recent subfields to emerge, space archaeology (also known as 
exoarchaeology) is the study of the off-Earth material remains of space exploration. 
This includes the study of the tens of thousands of pieces of space junk currently orbiting 
Earth, as well as the remains of space exploration left on the moon and Mars. 
Archaeologists are particularly interested in the dozens of sites containing material 
remains on the moon. One site of particular focus is Tranquility Base, the site of the first 
landing, where archaeologists funded by NASA have documented over 100 artifacts.

National and International Heritage Management

Governments throughout the world recognize the value of tangible heritage and have 
enacted legislation and other instruments to protect it (Table 3.2). In some countries, 
the penalty for the unauthorized destruction of heritage resources can be execution. 
In North America, death is not an option given to the courts, but fines and imprison-
ment are.
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