
7CHAPTER 1: SITUATING ARCHAEOLOGY

primarily on written records, however, archaeologists focus on landscapes, places, and 
things. Thus for those who are interested in the past, but also like to work with their 
hands and deal with physical places and objects that can be seen, touched, measured, 
illustrated, and studied in other ways, archaeology is a good fit. For many, it is this 
tangible aspect of archaeology that is the draw.

The allure of archaeology may further be fuelled by what images of ancient sites 
evoke. In many people’s minds, archaeology is correlated with architectural ruins 
in fabulous settings, such as the Acropolis in Greece and Machu Picchu in Peru.

Comprising the Parthenon and surrounding buildings, the Acropolis is among the 
most famous archaeological sites in the world, and for many it symbolizes Western 
civilization and the beginnings of archaeology, which as outlined in Chapter 2 is rooted 
in the collection of antiquities from ancient Greece and Rome.

Located high in the Andes Mountains of Peru, the Inka site of Machu Picchu was 
abandoned in the early 1500s. Its principal function was likely as a retreat for a ruling 
Inka family, and it has become a national symbol for Peru.

Besides having architectural ruins in fabulous settings and becoming national sym-
bols, the Acropolis and Machu Picchu, along with many other archaeological sites, 
accommodate hundreds of thousands of visitors each year making them part of the 
archaeotourism industry, which in itself may be one of the principal gateways to an 
interest in archaeology.

FIGURE 1.1  The 
Parthenon on the 
Acropolis of Athens, 
Greece. A UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, for 
many the Acropolis 
symbolizes Western 
civilization, the begin-
ning of archaeology, 
the political nature of 
archaeology, Greek 
identity, and archaeo-
tourism.
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