
11CHAPTER 1: SITUATING ARCHAEOLOGY

archaeologists in North America belong is the Register of Professional 
Archaeologists (RPA).

Although in a clear minority, some archaeologists consider archaeology to be more 
a craft than either a scholarly endeavor or a profession. For example, some proponents 
of this view compare archaeology to the craft of pottery, suggesting that, like making 
a pot, archaeology involves both abstract thought and physical labor; thereby they 
avoid a distinct separation of reasoning and execution, and unify theory and practice. 
Unlike other academic disciplines that are associated with well-defined subject matter, 
the essential craft of archaeology is in manufacturing knowledge and interpreting the 
past.

Archaeology versus Archeology

The variety of spellings of the word archaeology confuses many people. There are two 
common spellings in the English language: archaeology and archeology. Most archae-
ologists use the longer spelling, with the second a after the h, while much of the 
popular press, some professional organizations, and some governments prefer the 
shorter version. One is more inclined to see the shorter spelling in the United States 
than elsewhere in the world, but both spellings are considered valid.

FIGURE 1.3  Situating 
Archaeology in the 
Early Twenty-First 
Century. Archaeology 
in the early twenty-first 
century is multi-
faceted, with interests 
and applications rang-
ing from pure research 
in academic contexts 
to involvement with 
industry, politics, 
social movements, 
popular culture, tour-
ism, and more.
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