
20  INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

Although popular culture presents some authentic depictions of archaeologists and 
their work, archaeologists commonly observe that these constitute a very small minority 
and that the portrayal is usually inaccurate, inappropriately sensationalized, and gener-
ally presents archaeology as a frivolous activity. Examples include the tendency to 
emphasize archaeology as a treasure hunt in print and visual media, a common European 
or North American bias in nonfiction books about archaeology (such as overemphasiz-
ing heritage sites that are likely to be of most interest to European and North American 
readers), a common male bias (focusing on male archaeologists and the male activities 
they discover), and an almost total neglect of the reasons behind archaeology.

Archaeologists have become increasingly concerned about the depiction of their 
discipline in popular culture for two principal reasons. First, if the popular perception 
is that archaeology is a frivolous activity, then government funding may be reduced. 
Ultimately, governments pay directly for most of the pure research done by archaeolo-
gists and pay most of the costs associated with the teaching of archaeology at colleges 
and universities. The feeling is that as demands for government funds increase, archae-
ology may be subject to cuts because of its perceived lack of importance.

The second reason archaeologists are concerned about the depiction of archaeology 
in popular culture is the fact that the media increasingly determines the kinds of pure 

FIGURE 1.6  Skellig 
Michael. Located on 

an island belonging to 
Ireland, Skellig Michael 

is a World Heritage 
Site known mostly for 

its evidence of early 
Christian monasteries 

during the Medieval 
period, beginning 

about 1,000 years ago. 
In more recent times 

this site has served as 
a set for movies and 

other programs, 
including three epi-

sodes in the Star Wars 
series: The Force 

Awakens (2015), The 
Last Jedi (2017), and 

The Rise of Skywalker 
(2019).
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