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against archaeological explanations and evaluated against the stated criteria. Proponents 
of the non-archaeological explanations often prey upon the fallacy that people without 
a European heritage were not smart enough or did not have the intrinsic cultural 
imperatives to construct monumental architecture and other large-scale features. 
Research in archaeology and anthropology suggests the opposite is quite true – people 
throughout the world in prehistoric and recent times had both the ability and the 
imperative.

FIGURE 10.4  Statues 
of Rapa Nui. There are 
approximately 1,000 of 
these large stone stat-
ues, also known as 
moai, on Rapa Nui, 
which is also known as 
Easter Island. For 
some, these moai are 
mysterious and best 
explained as being 
associated with extra-
terrestrial aliens. To 
archaeologists there is 
little mystery. They are 
associated with the art 
and other cultural 
aspects of the 
Indigenous Peoples of 
Rapa Nui. They were 
carved in quarries on 
the island and trans-
ported to their current 
positions several hun-
dred years ago.
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BOX 10.2  FROM WOLF TO FIDO: THE DOMESTICATION OF DOGS

Have you ever wondered how wolves went from 
growling predators to tail-wagging, eager-to-please 
pets?

Dogs occupy a very special place in, believe it or 
not, human history. Some archaeologists believe that 

dogs not only managed to make the transition from 
aggressive wolves to faithful fidos, but that they also 
helped humankind develop more complex thinking 
and cognition in the process. According to Dr. Donna 
J. Haraway, Distinguished Professor Emerita of the 
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