
232  INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

The focus of activist archaeology is on contemporary people and issues, such as 
those relating to gender, ethnicity, class, and education. Archaeologists as Activists, a 
book edited by Stottman (2010), for example, includes contributions by several 
archaeologists practicing such archaeology, including using archaeology to address 
issues such as gender and feminism, race in a variety of contexts, and education and 
the educational system, as well as to help redefine community identity and create 
economic vitality in stigmatized and economically depressed communities. This type 
of work is continuing to grow in archaeology, and Christopher Barton has a forthcom-
ing edited volume on this topic entitled Trowels in the Trenches: Archaeology as Social 
Activism.

Rather than calling these and similar kinds of archaeological projects addressing 
contemporary problems in the world “activist archaeology,” others prefer the descrip-
tor “action archaeology.” In Archaeology Matters: Action Archaeology in the Modern 
World, Jeremy Sabloff (2008, 17) defines it as “involvement or engagement with the 
problems facing the modern world through archaeology” and “archaeologists working 
for living communities, not just in or near them” (emphases in original). One example 
is the identification of a particular kind of agricultural practice from ancient times 
in parts of South America known as raised field agriculture, which was more 

FIGURE 11.1  Activist 
Archaeology. Over the 

past 10 years, archae-
ologists sought both to 

demand change from 
those within the disci-

pline and to study how 
activists in the past 

went about their work 
to change their society 

for the better.
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