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Despite Obama’s executive order, the prison remained open, though it incarcerated a 
smaller number of prisoners than in the years preceding his presidency. More recently, 
President Donald Trump ordered in 2018 that Guantánamo Bay be kept open indefi-
nitely. Google Earth photos from 2019 show that the facility has grown substantially 
since Myers’ article was published in 2010 (see Figure 11.2), which suggests that the 
prison will continue to be used by the US government for covert operations in the 
coming years.

Myers is not the only archaeologist to use archaeological methodologies to inves-
tigate incarceration. Over the last 15 years, archaeologists have drawn attention to the 
history of incarceration in the United States and beyond. They have studied a wide 
range of sites of imprisonment, including government-run boarding schools for 
Indigenous children in the United States; World War II internment camps for Japanese 
Americans and Japanese Canadians; World War II POW prisons for Germans and 
Italians in the United States; World War II concentration camps; and historic prisons 
and detention facilities around the globe.

Indigenous children around the globe have a shared history of being forcibly 
removed from their homes and placed in residential or boarding schools by the colo-
nizing nation. In Finland, native Sámi children were forced to leave their families 
when the Public Education Act of 1947 was passed, requiring that all children in 

FIGURE 11.2   
Guantánamo Bay 
Detention Camp 

(GITMO). This image is 
taken from Google 

Maps footage of 
GITMO in 2020. 

Though the US govern-
ment claims it has 

reduced the number of 
people GITMO incar-

cerates and its capac-
ity for detaining people, 

the detention center 
has grown in size over 

the years.
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