
39CHAPTER 2: LOOKING AT ARCHAEOLOGY’S PAST

Throughout the middle decades of the century, the fascination with archaeology 
continued. Archaeology was happening around the world, including in Africa by the 
well-known husband-and-wife team of paleoanthropologists Louis and Mary Leakey. 
They began searching in East Africa’s Olduvai Gorge for evidence of early humans. 
The Leakeys’ archaeological projects resulted in dozens of significant discoveries of 
both skeletal and cultural remains. Louis Leakey was a great popularizer of research 
into early humans and was widely revered in his home country of Kenya. Many would 
say he created an archaeological dynasty. After Louis’s death in 1972, Mary Leakey 
continued to make important discoveries into the 1980s. It was Mary who excavated 
the oldest known hominin footprints (c. 3.4 million years). Their son Richard replaced 
Louis as the director of National Museums of Kenya and directed many significant 
archaeological projects in Kenya throughout the 1970s and 1980s, before turning his 
attention to conservation and political issues. The Leakey legacy has continued with 
Richard’s wife, Meave, and daughter Louise (Louis’s granddaughter) each making new 
and significant hominin discoveries in the early twenty-first century.

By the middle decades of the century, the basic pattern of cultural chronology for 
most regions of the world had been established, albeit in a simplified way compared 
to our current understanding. Ongoing research, of course, has added greatly to our 

FIGURE 2.2 Howard 
Carter Examining the 
Third, Innermost 
Coffin of King Tut. 
The discovery of King 
Tut was among the 
most significant events 
for the development of 
archaeology in the 
early twentieth  
century.
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