
40 INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

understanding of culture history through the discovery of hundreds of thousands of 
more sites and many millions of artifacts. A brief overview of world prehistory as we 
understand it in the early twenty-first century is provided in Chapter 7.

The application of radiocarbon dating at mid-century was one of the most sig-
nificant developments in archaeology. Radiocarbon dating began to be applied to 
material remains in 1950, and since that time it has remained one of the most reliable 
techniques for determining the antiquity of sites and objects. Prior to 1950, few reli-
able dating techniques existed for prehistoric sites. By providing specific dates, radio-
carbon dating significantly increased the accuracy of dating sites and events of the 
past. The technique is described more fully in Chapter 7.

FIGURE 2.3 Louis 
Leakey: From 

Archaeologist to 
Artifact. This statue of 

Louis Leakey sits out-
side the National 

Museum in Kenya. 
Leakey was a great 

popularizer of archae-
ology, and he and his 

family have made 
many significant 

archaeological discov-
eries in Africa.
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