
49CHAPTER 2: LOOKING AT ARCHAEOLOGY’S PAST

3.	 Seek to understand Indigenous histories through Indigenous ways of perceiving 
the world, including adopting Indigenous Peoples’ conceptualizations of “the 
past, history, and time.”

Atalay states that a decolonized archaeology need not be practiced solely by Indigenous 
Peoples if archaeologists are willing and able to adopt and adhere to the above principles.

One example of a decolonized archaeology in practice is Dr. Sara Gonzalez’s (2018) 
work with the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde in Oregon. Gonzalez is an asso-
ciate professor of anthropology at the University of Washington who runs a collab-
orative, community-based participatory research project, Field Methods in Indigenous 
Archaeology (FMIA). This project is community-driven and community-defined, 
meaning that the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde actively define research ques-
tions of interest to their community and have control over the ways archaeologists 
and field school students engage with and study their land and people. Within this 
research framework, knowledge is co-created rather than handed down from archae-
ologist to community (Gonzalez, Kretzler, and Edwards 2018, 94). Researchers have 
been asked to follow the tribe’s protocols for handling sensitive cultural materials that 
are seen as sacred; these rules include maintaining sobriety while on the project and 

FIGURE 2.5   
Indigenous Women 
Doing Archaeology. 
Indigenous people in 
North America have 
increasingly become 
involved in archaeol-
ogy, including control-
ling archaeological 
investigations in their 
territories, working on 
behalf of their own 
nations, working col-
laboratively with non-
Indigenous archaeolo-
gists, and advocating 
for decolonizing 
archaeology. Pictured 
here are Amanda Vick 
(Gitxsan name: 
Siimadam) of the 
Gitxsan Nation and 
Tiana Lewis of the 
Squamish Nation.
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