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blinds, stone fences, and alignments in rivers and intertidal zones of beaches to direct 
and capture fish.

The term earthwork is used to describe large, deliberately created embankments or 
mounds. Earthworks are commonly created for defensive purposes, but some have 
been shaped into animal forms and others have had habitation structures on top.

Burial was not the only way to treat the dead in the past, but certainly it is the most 
archaeologically visible method. Distinctions are usually made between isolated graves 
and cemeteries.

Many different kinds of sites fall within the category of resource utilization. 
Quarries were used to extract clay for making pottery and stone for making 
tools. People often did some initial manufacture of stone tools at or near the 
quarry site, creating a lithic scatter. Similarly, people often undertook some 
preparation and preserving of food where they procured their food resources, 
leaving evidence such as animal parts from butchering, cooking pits, drying 
racks, and cache pits.

The two main categories of rock-art sites are pictographs and petroglyphs. Using 
the term pictograph indicates that art has been painted onto a large immovable boul-
der or bedrock, or onto the wall of a cave, cliff, or rock shelter. The term petroglyph 
means the design was carved or pecked into the stone.

FIGURE 4.1  Carnac, 
France. Carnac is an 
example of the many 
prehistoric sites in 
Europe involving the 
alignments of large 
stone known as mega-
liths. The functions of 
the rows of stones at 
Carnac remain 
unknown.

PHOTO: Gillian Crowther.© Gillian Crowther




