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FIGURE 6.3  Porcelain 
Rice/Soup Bowl. This 

bowl was found in asso-
ciation with Santa 

Barbara, California’s 
Japanese American 

community, who lived in 
the region until WWII 

broke out, when close to 
120,000 Japanese 

Americans were sent to 
incarceration camps. 

They were forced to 
abandon most of their 

possessions, such as 
this delicate bowl that 

features a Katagami or 
paper stencil cobalt 

blue design. In Japan, 
this bowl is known as 

“gohan/chawan.”
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to pinch the clay while drawing it upwards to form a bowl shape. When separate pieces 
of clay are rolled or patted flat and then joined, it is called slab modeling. Molding 
involves pressing clay firmly into or over a mold. Coiling is the technique of winding 
worm-like segments of clay upwards in a circular fashion. Throwing refers to pottery 
manufactured with the use of a pottery wheel. Complete pots and potsherds exhibit 
several attributes that can be used to distinguish the method of manufacture (Table 6.2).

Archaeologists generally recognize that pottery function falls into four major catego-
ries: storage, transport, food preparation, and serving. There are several attributes that 
distinguish function. Storage containers, for example, usually have restricted openings 
or closures at the top and, if used to hold liquid, a slip or glaze to reduce permeability. 
Pots used for transport usually have handles and little or no decoration. Pots used for 
food preparation generally have wide openings and little or no decoration. Pottery 
used for serving is relatively flat (e.g., plates) or has unrestricted openings (e.g., bowls), 
and often has some sort of decorative design. Charring or burning on the base usually 
indicates the pot was used for cooking, and extensive wear on the interior of the pot 
is often indicative of food processing.

As with lithics, the study of pottery function occasionally includes residue analysis. 
By using chemical analysis to identify proteins and lipids, archaeologists are often able 
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