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FIGURE 7.4  Egyptian 
Pyramid. The building 
of pyramids is associ-
ated with the earliest 

states of Egyptian civi-
lization, beginning 

about 5,000 years ago.
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In the Andes region of South America, the first widely recognized civilization is 
the Chavin, which rose about 2,500 years ago and was later followed by the Moche, 
Tiwanaku, Nasca, and Inka. Recent research suggests that a civilization known as Caral 
may have arisen as early as 4,600 years ago.

KEY RESOURCES AND SUGGESTED READING

The Handbook of Archaeological Sciences, edited by Brothwell and Pollard (2001), 
includes several contributions on dating in archaeology. The two multivolume series 
Outline of Archaeological Traditions (Peregrine 2001b) and Encyclopedia of Prehistory 
(Peregrine and Ember 2001) are both comprehensive. A comprehensive overview of 
world prehistory is provided in The Human Past: World Prehistory and the Development 
of Human Societies by Chris Scarre (2013).

Archaeological dating methods are covered in Brothwell and Pollard (2001). For 
overviews of world prehistory Peregrine (2001a, 2001b) and Scarre (2013) are sug-
gested, and for ancient civilizations, Scarre and Fagan (2016). Lesnick (2018) provides 
an interesting view on the notion of eating insects in the past.
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