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August to October, berries that ripen from September to November, a wild grass that 
is edible from April to October, and a wild root that is edible from September to 
November, then it can reasonably be inferred that the site was occupied in the late 
summer and early autumn.

Another common objective for archaeologists focusing on a single settlement is to 
locate the source of all the recovered remains. This includes determining the source 
of raw materials, such as the stone used in artifact manufacture and the clays used for 
making pottery. Such data are often integral to making inferences about trade, and 
their study is known as site catchment analysis.

TRADITIONAL TERRITORY

In recent decades, many archaeologists have begun to focus their study of settlement 
patterns on areas habitually used by specific groups. The study area is known as either 
the traditional territory of the group or the site exploitation territory.

The focus on traditional territories is especially prevalent in Indigenous archaeology, 
where much of the work is undertaken to prove prehistoric use and occupancy of an 
area. Archaeological research usually includes examining the number and diversity of 
site types, searching for evidence of cultural continuity within the traditional territory, 
and establishing the evidence of a seasonal round, which explains the diversity of sites.

FIGURE 8.2   
Maasai Village, Africa. 
The Maasai are cattle 
herders, mostly living 
and working on the 
savanna. Their villages 
are often encircled by 
fences of thorns to 
protect them from 
lions. The houses are 
situated around the 
edge with a communal 
area in the middle. This 
kind of knowledge is 
important when 
making inferences 
about settlement pat-
terns.
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