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artifacts that have been manufactured in China or Japan, such as rice bowls and 
bottles (Figure 9.2)

Chapter 3 briefly discussed the site of L’Anse aux Meadows, which achieved 
UNESCO World Heritage Site status largely based on the fact that it provides the 
earliest reliably dated evidence of Europeans in the Americas. The ethnic markers used 
to identify Viking ethnicity included characteristic iron nails and rivets, soapstone 
spindle whorls, and distinctive boatsheds.

Ethnicity may also be identified through rock art. It has been suggested that, in at 
least some situations, people new to an area may create distinctive rock art as a means 
of establishing their presence (Quinlan and Woody 2003).

DESCENT GROUPS

A descent group is defined as a group in which all members can trace lineal descent to a 
single ancestor. The ancestor may be mythical or real. Lineage is one kind of descent group 
in which all the links to the ancestor are known. Groups of lineages often form clans, in 
which all members assume common ancestry, but only some of the links are known.

FIGURE 9.2 Japanese 
Bottles. Line drawings 
of bottles recovered 
from an early twenti-
eth century logging 
camp in Canada. 
These bottles are an 
example of an ethnic 
marker.
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