
200  INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

Whether burials were individual or collective can be used to make inferences about 
the values of the society. When a collection of individuals buried together are identified 
as a family, for example, it may be inferred that the sense of family was highly valued.

Similarly, it is not uncommon for individuals to have undergone a primary burial fol-
lowed by a secondary burial. In this case, individuals who were buried shortly after death 
would be exhumed after several years so that all the individuals of a group (e.g., a lineage) 
could then be interred together, providing evidence of the value placed on descent groups.

THE MEANING OF ART

Both visual and performing arts are recognizable in the archaeological record, but the 
visual arts receive most attention.

Pictographs and petroglyphs are often considered to be the work of shamans 
attempting to influence supernatural powers. This interpretation primarily comes from 
the fact that pictographs and petroglyphs are often located in remote and 

FIGURE 9.4  Mortuary 
Archaeology. 

Reconstructing the life 
history stories of people 

who have long passed 
on involves using multi-
ple lines of evidence. As 

this drawing shows, 
these data sets include 

historic photographs 
that can come from 

family photo albums, 
museums, or archives; 

artifacts recovered from 
the people’s homes or 

neighborhoods; an 
understanding of the 

family’s religious prac-
tices and belief sys-

tems; and analysis of 
material culture using 
resources like historic 

catalogs to understand 
how much a family 

made and how much 
they spent on their 

goods, including head-
stones.
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