
13CHAPTER 1: SITUATING ARCHAEOLOGY

Archaeology is usually considered to be part of a liberal arts education, and is most 
often associated with the social sciences. However, in some institutions that have 
archaeological laboratories, use sophisticated technology, and explicitly consider the 
scientific method, archaeology is considered part of a science education. Other institu-
tions situate archaeology and anthropology within the humanities. This particularly 
suits those archaeologists who view their role as being one primarily of storytelling, 
often drawing parallels with literature, visual arts, theater, and other kinds of 
performance.

As in most academic disciplines, students of archaeology may sequentially work 
toward a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, and a Ph.D. To meet increased demand 
for field and laboratory workers since the late 1900s, some colleges in the United States 
and Canada have developed two-year archaeology programs intended for entry-level 
employment in the heritage industry.

Most pure scholarly research in archaeology is undertaken by those affiliated with 
universities, including professors who have usually received money from a funding 
agency, such as the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) or the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) in the United States, or the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council (SSHRC) in Canada.

BRANCH OF ANTHROPOLOGY DESCRIPTION

Archaeology Focuses on past human culture through the analysis 
of material remains

Cultural anthropology Focuses on all aspects of contemporary human 
cultures, including language, economic systems, 
social systems, art, and ideology; data are usually 
collected through long-term observation of people; 
also known as social anthropology or socio-cultural 
anthropology

Biological anthropology Focuses on human biology, past and present, 
including human biological evolution and 
contemporary biological diversity; also known as 
physical anthropology

Linguistic anthropology Focuses on human languages, past and present, 
including the cultural context in which language is 
used and the ways in which language, social life, and 
culture are intertwined

TABLE 1.1  Branches of Anthropology
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