
14  INTRODUCING ARCHAEOLOGY

ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE CONTEXT OF INDUSTRY

Most archaeologists make their careers in the heritage industry, often working along-
side or in cooperation with historians, lawyers, lawmakers, Indigenous groups, tourism 
operators, and educators.

As outlined in Table 1.2, the heritage industry has several functions. Archaeology 
is most prominent in the areas of documenting and assessing heritage sites, and archae-
ologists who perform these functions are generally considered to be working in the 
field of commercial archaeology or cultural resource management (CRM), which 
is described more fully in Chapter 3.

Although archaeologists have been active in the other areas of the heritage industry, 
historically they have tended to be secondary to Indigenous advocacy groups, lawmak-
ers, educators, and tourism professionals. In the early twenty-first century, however, 
archaeologists have been increasing their role in these other areas. They often lobby 
politicians to protect heritage sites and objects through legislation and other protective 
measures, and they have become increasingly active in the presentation of heritage to 
the public.

Heritage tourism or archaeotourism, which has become a multibillion-dollar 
business, is one aspect of heritage presentation that has created considerable oppor-
tunities for archaeologists. For example, the Valley of the Kings in Egypt receives 
close to 2 million visitors annually; several Maya sites in Central America are major 
tourist destinations; and despite its remote location and very high altitude, several 
hundred thousand people visit Machu Picchu each year. Heritage sites throughout 
North America, Europe, and elsewhere present many opportunities for archaeologi-
cal research and interpretation. Many sites in North America, including those with 

TABLE 1.2  Principal Functions of the Heritage Industry

THE HERITAGE INDUSTRY IS DESIGNED TO

1. Make people aware of the value of heritage

2. Enact legislation to protect heritage

3. Document heritage sites and objects

4. Assess the significance of heritage sites and objects

5. Conserve or preserve heritage sites and objects

6. Interpret heritage

7. Present heritage
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