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There are several government acts controlling archaeological research in the 
United States, beginning with the Antiquities Act of 1906, which established the 
protection of archaeological sites on federal lands and a permit system for archaeo-
logical work. This was followed by the Historic Sites Act of 1935, in which it 
became a national policy to preserve historic sites, buildings, and objects. The 
majority of archaeological research in the United States today is performed under 
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, which stipulates that 
archaeological investigations should occur in advance of potential disturbances 
on federal lands or on lands that may be disturbed by any federally funded 
project.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 requires federal agencies 
to consider environmental, historical, and cultural values (including archaeological 
resources) whenever land owned by the federal government is altered or when private 
land is altered with federal money. The Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act 
(AHPA) of 1974 made federal agencies responsible for any damage they caused to 
archaeological sites. The Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) of 1979 
further strengthened heritage legislation by establishing penalties and fees of up to 
$100,000 and five years’ imprisonment for illegally excavating on federal lands. The 
Abandoned Shipwreck Act (ASA) of 1987 established that the US government owns 

Second Protocol to the Hague Convention of 1954 for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1999)

Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001)

Declaration Concerning the Intentional Destruction of Cultural Heritage (2003)

UNIDROIT (International Institute for the Unification of Private Law)

Convention on Stolen and Illegally Exported Cultural Objects (1995)

UN (United Nations)

Outer Space Treaty (1967)

Law of the Sea (1982)

WAC (World Archaeology Congress)

Vermillion Accord on Human Remains (1989)
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